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range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am pleased that Lyon
County has recognized this important
issue by securing $63,750 for wellness
grants.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living, and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Lyon County, both those with and
without disabilities. They make us
proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of ITowa, and spe-
cifically Lyon County, during my time
in Congress. In every case, this work
has been about partnerships, coopera-
tion, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Lyon County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. Of course, this
work is never complete. Even after I
retire from the Senate, I have no inten-
tion of retiring from the fight for a bet-
ter, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always be
profoundly grateful for the opportunity
to serve the people of Iowa as their
Senator.e

——————

RECOGNIZING BULLET TOOLS

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, thousands
of American businesses stem from sim-
ple ideas that are born in the living
rooms, backyards, and garages of ambi-
tious entrepreneurs. From humble be-
ginnings, businesses mature to reach
new customers and broader regions. I
wish to recognize Bullet Tools, a small
family owned business from my home
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State of Idaho, whose originality and
hard work grew into a global success in
a distinctive market.

In 1998, Bullet Tools started as a fam-
ily operated assembly line in Dalen and
Mary Gunn’s double-wide mobile home
in Hayden, ID. The words, ‘It can’t be
done,” fueled Mr. Gunn’s determina-
tion to work through any obstacle.
Seeking to advance the construction
industry, Mr. Gunn discovered an en-
hanced method of installing flooring
without the challenges associated with
electricity, dust and constantly mov-
ing in and out of buildings.

Today, Bullet Tools is recognized as
a world leading expert in fixed-blade
cutting tools for the construction in-
dustry. The company has earned a
worldwide reputation and serves an
international market with unique cus-
tom installation needs. Fifty percent of
its sales are exported to markets
abroad, including Australia, Canada,
Germany, Japan, Russia and the
United Kingdom with an expectation
for further growth in other inter-
national markets.

Bullet Tools has grown more than 300
percent over the past 5 years. In 2012,
Dalen and Mary Gunn’s son-in-law, Ben
Toews, became president of the com-
pany. Mr. Toews’ business expertise
has allowed Bullet Tools to streamline
its product lines and build upon exist-
ing manufacturing relationships, while
Mr. Gunn continues to focus his energy
on researching and developing new
products. Today, Bullet Tools boosts
over 70 products that may be found
both in store and online at Home Depot
and other retail distributors across the
globe.

Last week, I had the opportunity to
meet with Mr. Gunn and Mr. Toews at
their facility in Hayden, ID, with my
colleague on the Small Business and
Entrepreneurship Committee, chair
MARIA CANTWELL. I was impressed by
the company’s strong commitment to
its 26 employees and the greater Idaho
community. Because of the team’s
dedication and the business’s achieve-
ments, it is not surprising that the
company has received various awards
and endorsements. For example, Bullet
Tools was selected as the recipient of
the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s 2009 Northwest Small Business
Administration Exporter of the Year
Award, the 2010 Green Products Award
by Building Products Magazine, the
2013 Pro Tool Innovation Award, and
the Gold Hammer Award from Car-
penter Magazine. In 2013, Ben Toews
was individually recognized as one of
North Idaho Business Journal’s 30
Under 40 for his ongoing commitment
to excellence as an executive setting
the pace for outstanding achievement
through his integrity and character.

Today, the Gunn’s original mobile
home continues to welcome visitors to
the Bullet Tools’ corporate office and
manufacturing location, reminding us
that with hard work and dedication,
the American dream may be achieved
in our own backyard. I congratulate
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the Gunn family and everyone at Bul-
let Tools on their continued prosperity,
strong work ethic, and outstanding
reputation for excellence. Bullet Tools
epitomizes the finest characteristics of
American innovation and is a tribute
to both Idaho and the Nation.e

———

TRIBUTE TO STEPHANIE GRUBA

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Stephanie Gruba, a legisla-
tive aide in my Washington, DC, office,
for the years of hard work she has done
for me, my staff, and the State of
South Dakota.

Stephanie is a native of Milbank, SD,
and is a graduate from the University
of South Dakota. Upon graduation
from TUSD, Stephanie moved from
Vermillion, SD, to Washington, DC, to
become a member of my office staff. In
her almost 3 years on my staff, Steph-
anie has served as a staff assistant, leg-
islative correspondent, and as a legisla-
tive aide. Stephanie has worked tire-
lessly for my South Dakota constitu-
ents and as a loyal member of ‘“Team
Thune.”

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Stephanie for her dedi-
cated service in the Senate and wish
her continued success in the years to
come.®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:36 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4486. An act making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, and
for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4486. An act making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, and
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